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| "He spoke, they said, in thunder from the skies. 


And, if he did, my heart had never heard. 
But, when compassion shone through human eyes, 
I bowed my head before the Incarnate Word." 


-- Alfred Noyes. 


PAN IS NOT DEAD 


Max Warren writing in the C.M.S. News Letter 


of July, 1957 on the advance of paganism in 


Africa, after quoting Elizabeth Barrett Browning's 
poem, The Dead Pan, has this to say about panic 


_ fear and paganism in general: 


"No one of us, as Christians, will want to 
quarrel with the claim that the Cross saw a deci- 


_ sive victory over the forces of evil, that Calvary 


was the place of a mighty deliverance for all 
those whose lives were under bondage to fear. In 
that victory we Christians live, and the proclama- 
tion of that victory by word and by life is the 
mission of the Christiam Church. But the task 
committed to us is unfinished. Sentence of death 
has been passed on Pan, but it is poetic license 
to pretend that Pan is dead. Wherever panic fear 
holds men ond women in thrall, whether in the 
West, or the East, or Africa, there Pan is allowed 
his spurious reign, and the fearful bear witness 
that Pan, for them, is not yet dead. It was Mon- 
taigne who said long ago that ‘Men are tormented 
by the ideas they have concerning things, and not 
by the things themselves’. 

"We have to deal with the living ideas in the 


_minds of men, the ideas which hold their imagina- 


tion and determine their actions. Pan, the 


“qwnaccountable, the spirit of paganism, challenges 
faith in Christ wherever His love has not yet 


been allowed to cast out fear. Pa is not dead. 
There is a considerable volume of evidence that 


he is reasserting his empire." 


September, 1957 


THE CHURCH AND THE CHURCHES 


The word "church", says Bishop Stephen Neill, 
has at least seven meanings in current English 
usage. These meanings range all the way from the 
building in which a given congregation worships 
to the whole Body of Christ, visible ond invisi- 
ble. It is in the sense of confessional or 
denominational bodies that the word is used in 
the title of the organization known as the World 
Council of Churches. The Central Committee of 
this Council met at Yale Divinity School in New 
Haven July 30 to August 7. This 90-member com- 
mittee, fairly representative of the Council's 
165 member churches, is the policy-making body. 
Neither it nor the Council it represents is a 
church or the Church. The Council is also well 
aware of the existence of other evangelical con- 
fessions, not to mention the Roman Catholic Church, 
which are not a part of its organizational or coop- 
erative fellowship. Even so, both the Council and 
its Central Committee act and speak in some sense 
for the Church. What it does, therefore, and what 
it says are of interest to all Churches. By this 
same token, what the Central Committee did and 
said at New Haven should command the attention and 
interest of all Christiams. Full reports of the 
meeting will appear in various church periodicals 
throughout the world. A summarizing news-release 
is available on request to the Public Relations 
Office at 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


1.M.C. AND W.C.C. 


Even while the World Council of Churches was 
"in process" of becoming, i.e. prior to 1948, its 
relation to the International Missionary Council 
was given careful consideration. When the W.C.C. 
actually came into being, it was determined that 
the two world organizations should work "in asso- 
ciation" with each other. That relationship, 
still existing, finds expression in the mainte- 


nance of a joint committee, the joint support of 
the Church’s Commission on International Affairs, 
the joint sponsorship of an East Asia Secretariat, 
joint participation in a study division, and in 
many less formal ways. To some this "association" 
is all that is needed. Many, however, believe 
that nothing less than the merger or complete 
integration of the two councils into one body will 
meet either the inherent logic or the practical 
aspects of the situation. Accordingly, a draft 
pla of integration has been formulated. This 
plan was submitted to the Central Committee of the 
World Council, meeting in New Haven in August. 
This Central Committee voted to submit the plan 
to its member churches for their consideration. 
This some plan will be submitted to the Assembly 
of the I.M.C., meeting in Ghana over the year-end. 
The final decision to integrate or to continue "in 
association" cannot be finally made until the 
meeting of the next Assembly of the World Council 
toward the end of 1960. Copies of the draft plan 
of integration with notes and comments of various 
kinds will soon be available on request. 


STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 


Weakness added to weakness is weakness multi- 
plied. Conversely, strength added to strength is 
increased strength. The moral of this is that, 
if in 1960 or 196], the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. are 
merged, both must become stronger in the inter- 
vening years. It is a compliment to the I.M.C. 
that many in the W.C.C. see the I.M.C. work as 
being so significant, vital, and essential to the 
life of the Church as to make a world council of 
churches something considerably less than Chris- 
tian without this missionary concern and program 
at its very heart. Since that is so, the I.M.C. 
during 1958, 1959 and 1960 must go from strength 
to strength. If integration is decided upon, the 
I.M.C. must go into it in strength and not in 
weakness. If the separate existence of the two 
bodies is the decision arrived at, then the I.M.C. 
must still be at its best in order to bring the 
full impact of its missionary concern and serv- 
ices upon all the churches that make up the men- 
bership of the World Council. 


OBERLIN CONFERENCE ON CHURCH UNITY 


About the time this September Newsletter comes 
from the press, representative church leaders will 
be going to Oberlin, Ohio, to continue for a week 
(September 3-10) ecumenical conversations on The 
Nature of the Unity We Seek which have been carried 
on in many small groups for over a year. This 
gathering will be a North Americam faith and order 
conference and as such a part of that intensive 
study of this subject begun at the Lausanne Confer- 
ence in 1927 and given renewed impetus at Edinburgh 
in 1937 and at Lund in 1952. "Oberlin" is pro- 


jected under the joint sponsorship of the United — 
States Conference of the World Council of Churches, 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., and The Canadian Council of Churches. 
Christians everywhere will be interested in the 
answer or answers given to the question of what 
kind of unity is being desired and sought. 


A mimeographed report. of the Caribbean Consul - 
tation, held at San German, Puerto Rico, May 17-24, 
1957 has been furnished to the participants of the 
Consultation. This report summarizes the Consul- 
tation’s findings on Evangelism, The Training of 
the Ministry, Christian Education, “Christian Home 
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FINDINGS OF THE CARIBBEAN CONSULTATION 


and Family Life, and Future Cooperation and Consul- 
tation. The I.M.C.. was requested to take tl the ini-- 
tiative in planning a more representative Confer- — 
ence in the area sometime within the next few 
years, working, as it did this time, with the Worl 

Council of Christian Education and the Committee on 
Cooperation in Latin America. A full report of th 
San German meeting, including significant materials 
used there, will be published by the I.M.C. in the 
early autumn. 


THE TWO AFRICA CONFERENCES 


To some it may still seem to be a long time 
till Christmas. To those planning the two Africa 
Conferences for the year-end, Christmas is all too 
near at hand. Even so, much detailed preparation 
has been made for both the Assembly in Ghana, 
December 28 to January 8, and the All-Africa 
Christian Conference in Nigeria, January 10 to 20. 
Both conferences will enroll approximately 200 
delegates. To the Ghana Assembly will come men 
and women from all parts of the world. To the 
Nigerian Conference, they will come from all parts 
of Africa south of the Sahara, with some 15 to 20 
leaders from that many different parts of the 
world who will have attended the Ghana Assembly. 
The $100,000 Africa Conferences Fund in process 
of being raised by the I.M.C. is needed chiefly 
to insure the attendance of men and women from 
mission lands who cannot possibly attend without — 
financial assistance. Toward this fund, $25,000 
is still needed and the task of finding it is 
proving quite difficult. Even so, the I.M.C. 
staff is diligently expectant. 


MEN, WOMEN, AND THE CHURCH IN AFRICA 


From January 4-10, 1958, at Ibadan, Nigeria, 
just prior to the All-Africa Christian Conference 
to be held there January 10-20, a consultation on . 
MEN AND WOMEN IN AFRICA TODAY will be held. 
This consultation is primarily designed (1.) to 
insure a larger and more representative attendance — 
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of women at the All-Africa Christian Conference 
and (2.) to send them into this Conference better 
prepared to make a helpful contribution to all the 
discussions of the Conference's major themes and 
| specially those having to do with women in home, 
church, and community. Some of the consultation’s 
own program topics are: CHRIST'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARD WOMEN, CHANGING STANDARDS OF LIVING 
AND FAMILY LIFE, THE CHRISTIAN WITNESS 
CONCERNING THE FAMILY, and THE CHRISTIAN 
WITNESS CONCERNING WOMEN IN SOCIETY. Bible 
Study and Worship are also featured parts of the 
program. 


| 


THE W.C.C. AND NUCLEAR TESTS 


Three paragraphs of a significant nine- 
paragraph statement on atomic tests and disarma- 
‘ment adopted by the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in its New Haven meeting are 
as follows: 
iy "We are bound to ask whether any nation is 
justified in continuing the testing of nuclear 
weapons while the magnitude of the dangers is so 
_ little known and while effective means of protec- 
tion against these dangers are lacking. We must 
ask further whether any nation is justified in 
deciding on its own responsibility to conduct such 
/tests, when the people of other nations in all 
parts of the world who have not agreed may have to 
bear the consequences. Therefore, we call upon 
each nation conducting tests to give full recogni- 
tion to this moral responsibility as well as to 
considerations of national defense and interna- 
tional security. 

"Nothing less than the abolition of war itself 
should be the goal of the nations and their lead- 
-ers and of all citizens. The attainment of this 
‘goal constitutes a solemn challenge to our partic- 
\}ular generation. We welcome and support every 
honest effort now being made to limit and control 
armaments of all kinds and to establish conditions 
for a secure peace. We repeat the Evanston appeal 
for prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, 
“including atomic and hydrogen bombs, with provi- 
sion for international inspection and control. 

"We know that a comprehensive program for dis- 
|armament must proceed by stages and we realize 
| how much depends upon the deepening of confidence 
l between the nations. But we urge that as a first 
| step governments conducting tests should forego 
them, at least for a trial period, either 
‘together, or individually in the hope that the 
others will do the same, a new confidence be 
|born, and foundations be laid for reliable agree- 


iments." 


TWO BOLD PROPOSALS 


Protestants sometimes like to think that a 
peaceful co-existence has been achieved between 


Roman Catholic and non-Romam Catholic Churches. 
Co-existence generally can not be denied, but its 
peaceful character is almost always open to ques- 
tion at one point or another. For example, the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
meeting in New Haven in early August. faced the 
fact that in many lands religious freedom is ab- 
ridged more by a dominant Roman Catholicism than 
by a secular government. It instructed its Execu- 
tive Committee to arrange for a study to be made 
of problems of religious liberty arising in Roman 
Catholic and other countries. This proposal has 
already been met by some Roman Catholic leaders 
with a critical "amazement and dismay." 

The Lutheran World Federation, meeting in 
Minneapolis later in the month, reported that its 
Executive Committee had approved a request looking 
toward the establishment of an institute "for the 
study of Roman Catholic theology which emphasizes 
the necessity for a thorough theological encounter 
with the Roman Catholic Church." The concern of 
the Federation was reported to be "with the entire 
complex of Roman Catholicism." It is too early to 
know what the Roman Catholic reaction to this pro- 
posal will be. 


SWITZERLAND AND HUNGARIAN REFUGEES 


The United States Government has done much to 
help Hungarian refugees. It would be a mistake, - 
however, to assume that Uncle Sam alone has been 
generous toward these unfortunate people, or has 
excelled in generosity. For example, a United 
Nations release dated August 5 announces the re- 
ceipt of a check from the Swiss Government of 
Swiss Francs 4,550,000 ($1,063,084) for Hungarian 
refugees in Austria ond Yugoslavia. A previous 
gift, made available early in the year, was for 
$18,691.59. However, it is in terms of the actual 
admission of Hungarian refugees into its own 
country that Switzerland has shown the way to all 
other countries; for its 5,023,000 people have 
made a place among themselves for 10,869 refugees. 
That is 216.2 refugees to every 100,000 inhabi- 
tants. Admission of refugees into the United 
States on the same ratio would have brought into 
the country 335,920. Actually as of August 24, 
the United States had admitted only some 33,500. 
This means that in this instance Switzerland has 
done ten times as much as the U.S.A. 


CHURCH AND MISSION 


When missionaries first went from the west to 
countries like India, China, and Japan, there were 
of course no churches. Nor could churches be 
started immediately. In almost every place, there- 
fore, the mission came first. The missiondries 
were the mission. But when churches came into 
being, the missions did not immediately go out of 
existence in view of the total task to be done. 


Accordingly, for a century or more now, thinking 
for the moment only of the modern missionary move- 
ment, the mission and the church have existed side 
by side on almost all mission fields. 

Two forces, however, have been long at work, 
and inevitably everywhere they come into play, to 
change this situation. One is the development of 
the church itself in self-determination and self- 
support. The other is the rise within the church 
of its own sense of mission. The old relation- 
ship, therefore, of dependence of church on mis- 
sion or even of cooperation between the two, be- 
comes increasingly anomalous and untenable. The 
church, for which the mission was started, must 
come into its own. It must increase while the 
mission must decrease. The church becomes more 
and more important; the mission less and less so. 
That change has been going on through various 
stages for a long time, even to the point wherein, 
in some instances, the mission as mission has 
dropped clear out of the picture. A notable re- 
cent instance of this is the transfer by the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. to the Church of Christ in 
Thailand of all control and all property. Pres- 
byterian missionaries will remain in Thailand; 
and, in due course, others will be sent, not to 
continue a mission but to work with ond under the 
Church. Similarly, funds will continue to flow 
from the United States to Thailand, but they will 
go directly to the Church and not to or even 
through the missionaries. A similar trmsfer will 
soon be made in the Cameroons in Africa. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year — March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of the 
Newsletter. 
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BOOK NOTICES 


A LETTER 0 LUCIAN AND OTHER PORMS, by Alfred 
Noyes; J.B. Lippincott Company, N.Y. and Phila- ; 
delphia, 1957; $3.00. Poems of sheer beauty, deep 
insight into the human situation, and keen aware- — 
ness of the Everlasting Mercy. See LY HOMINUM at 
the beginning of this WEVYSLEITER. 

A SPUDY OP EVANGELICAL CHURCH WORKERS in the 
PHILIPPINES; Far Eastern Office of the Division of 
Foreign Missions of the National Council of ; 
Churches, 156 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y.; 35¢ or 10 
copies for $2.50. A review and summary by Arthur ~ 
L. Carson of a survey by H. Welton Rotz. 

DEEP FURROWS, by 1.W. Moomaw; Agricultural 
Missions, Inc., 156 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y.; $2.50. 
"A book that points toward a brighter tomorrow for 
the less privileged village peoples of the world." 


REASON AND FAITH 


In the lives of all aE us as Christians there | 
should be a place for both reason and faith, for — 
both thinking and believing, for both understand- — 
ing and trust. And while we may soon come to see 
that we can never fully understand all the deep 
things of the Christian Faith, and surely can never 
adequately express them in human speech, we should 
nevertheless keep on trying to do so. We should ~ 
go as far as we can in saying both what we believe 
and why we believe it, and should never be satis- 
fied to live only and always in a mood of praise 
and devotion wholly divorced from wonder and search 
We shall never in all our searching, even though 
it be interspersed with hesitation and doubt, 
wonder far from Him who is Our Lord if at all 
times we shall find ourselves "unafraid to reason — 
and unashamed to believe." 


SEC. 34.65 (e) P.L.&R. 


